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Message from the CEO

Responsible Stewardship & Meaningful Programs
Dr. Asiah Mason, Chief Executive Officer

For example, we helped Emma, a
Deaf woman who is proudly
employed, with the help of our
Employment Services. This past
summer, we also helped her escape
an abusive relationship, and kept
her from becoming homeless by
]inding an apartment where she
could safely call home for a few
months. Emma was able to continue
(1) Infant-toddler program,
(2) Deaf education – pre-K to 12th grade, working, which is so important to
(3) American Sign Language interpreting, her quality of life. Emma expressed
that for the ]irst time, she got to
(4) Day-habilitation services
sleep in a comfortable bed, cook in
(5) Community-habilitation services,
her own kitchen, and feel safe in her
(6) Employment services,
home. Emma had no one to turn to
(7) Audiology services,
and no resources, so we stepped in
(8) ASL classes and
and provided that support. This is
(9) Our new eldercare program.
an example of how donations are
We are funded by the state or by service being applied to help change lives.
contracts, but we also depend on
donations and fundraising by our We also purchased computers and
Foundation in order to supplement non- Wi-Fi devices for each student and
funded programs. We also raise money to client, so they can continue their
support our clients whose emergency education and services remotely.
needs are not met by other safety nets.
This is a key part of our mission; our
donors entrust their hard-earned dollars
to us because they have faith in our
integrity and in our mission. We are
transparent with our ]inances, a critical
characteristic of my leadership values.
At Mill Neck, we serve about 400 Deaf and
Hard of Hearing children, adults, and
families each day. We are more than a
school for the Deaf. We are the only
organization on Long Island that
provides services across the lifespan of
the individuals we serve. Our diverse
types of services include:

These services
were paid for
through grants
and donations.
We are also starting a permanent
donation-based food and clothing
pantry on campus, to provide for
our students, clients and families.
These are but a few examples of
how we honor our mission
through the support of our donors.
New needs will arise, and we will
take on those challenges as well.
We do God’s work, and we pledge
to be good shepherds in all of the
work that we do. Our sincerest
gratitude goes to our donors and
supporters for allowing us these
opportunities to serve through
love and change lives.

Average number of people & families served

Apple Festival 2021!
The skies may have been a bit gray, but the color
from the pumpkins, hay bales, and corn stalks
brightened the Mill Neck Manor campus for our
annual Apple Festival. A steady ]low of patrons
drove in to pick up their apples and other festival
favorites.
One important promise I made when I became the
CEO of Mill Neck Manor in 2021, was to be inclusive
of our community. Continuing the Long Island
tradition of our Apple Festival was so important to
us. People love sharing their childhood stories from
each
annual
Apple Festival.
Robert
Benson
(left) has been
coming with his
family since 1971
when he was just
]ive years old. He
returns each year
for a photo in
front
of
our
Manor House to
commemorate
Robert Benson, 1971
this
long-time
tradition.
All our proceeds directly bene]it services for Deaf
children and adults. This year’s proceeds were
earmarked for emergency housing to prevent
homelessness.

Blessing of the Animals
Bringing community members to the Mill Neck
Manor campus is a big part of our vision.
Dazzling sunshine graced our Mill Neck Manor
campus on a recent Saturday morning, giving
way to a chorus of barking dogs as dozens of
cherished pets and their human companions
gathered for our ]irst Blessing of the Animals.
Pastor Giordano, Director of Lutheran Friends of
the Deaf, welcomed everyone to the event.
Blessing of the Animals is celebrated worldwide
on the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi, the
patron Saint of animals.
Visitors enjoyed
some
light refreshments and
marveled at the beauty and
serenity of the Mill Neck
Manor estate grounds.
Pastor Giordano noted,
“Mill Neck Manor is a
special place for the
community to gather.”
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A Shared Mission
Rev. Dr. David H. Benke

Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Our Founding Fathers wanted to establish a
place where Deaf and Hard of Hearing
children can be educated in a loving
environment. Love drives our work.
Our mission has grown to include
additional human services. The impact
stories you read in this newsletter
are just a small sample of the work
that goes on each day, both on, and off campus. Our CEO, Dr.
Mason, heads a leadership team that is strong, innovative, and
motivated. Dr. Mason is captaining and righting the ship
onward and forward, with the full support of the Board of
Trustees.
One impact story that touched my heart comes from the
Ferrentino family, who had discovered that their two young
daughters are Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing.
They were referred to our Infant-Toddler
program. Mrs. Ferrentino shared that our
teachers held her hands through a time
when she needed support, information and
guidance. Her daughters are thriving and
love coming to their school.
As we approach Thanksgiving, I am incredibly grateful to God
for Mill Neck and our mission. My prayer is that generous,
committed donors and supporters continue to bless our work.
May you all have a wonderful holiday in every regard!

Student Art Exhibit

at the Long Island Children’s Museum
Art education and exposure to art has been proven to help
students succeed in other areas of academics, and promotes
social growth. In October 2021, the
Long Island Children’s Museum
exhibited our students’ artwork
in the Community Gallery.
There is nothing more magical and
powerful for our students than the
con]idence and self-esteem that
comes from seeing their own work
on public display. Most of the
students have never been to an art
museum. It was a day ]illed with
fun, laughter, pride and selfmotivated learning. We stayed true
to our mission of quality education,
and access to new and stimulating
opportunities.
We look forward to the unveiling of new artwork from our
students next year and in the years to come!



Welcome Dr. Porché
On July 1, 2021, Bradley Porché , Ed.D.,
assumed the role of Building Principal
for the Mill Neck Manor School for the
Deaf, overseeing all school operations.
Dr. Porché brings 20 years of
broad experience in the field of
Deaf Education, including
academics,
language,
and
culture. His expertise spans a
wide spectrum, from teaching
and technology, to operations and community
relations. Dr. Porché ’s vision for the Mill Neck Manor
School is a full transformation into 21st century
learning, with a focus on innovation and inclusion
through STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art
and Math), literacy and Emotional Intelligence for all
students at their own level. He and our CEO also want
to advocate for “language from birth” for Deaf and
Hard of Hearing children as part of our mission.

Welcome Pastor Giordano
Pastor Anthony Giordano joined the
team at Mill Neck Manor in August
2021. Prior to that, he served at Calvary
Lutheran Church, in East Meadow. He is
a second-career
pastor, having
previously spent 15 years in the
nonpro]it world and in healthcare. He
has a son and three daughters.
Pastor Giordano will be focusing on developing Mill
Neck Manor into a hub for Deaf Youth Ministry,
developing spiritual development programs, ASL Bible
Camp, and ministering to staff on campus with regular
Chapel Services. He will also host events that serve the
community, with integrated programs for Deaf and
non-Deaf children and adults.

ASL Classes for Families

About The

Mill Neck Family of Organizations
Mill Neck Manor prides itself on working closely with
the parents and families of our students. Families are
our “partners in education.” A parent’s ability to
communicate freely and directly with their Deaf child
is critical to the child’s cognitive and social-emotional
development. One grandparent expressed, “learning
to sign is very rewarding. It is so helpful, because it
alleviates the frustration that my grandson would feel
if he were unable to communicate with our family.”
Due to donations, we can offer these classes for FREE,
and provide Spanish and Mandarin interpreters, as
needed. Classes are currently being held on
Wednesday mornings and Monday evenings.
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The Mill Neck Family of Organizations is a Lutheran faithbased organization that serves all of God’s children.
Although Mill Neck Manor School is secular, we all work
together with a common goal, dedicated to creating a
world in which Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals are
included, empowered, celebrated and embraced as equals.
The Mill Neck Manor House (shown above) is available as a
rental venue for special events.

Lessons, Carols & Blue Christmas Services
On Tuesday, December 7, at 7:00 PM, we will host a
service of Lessons and Carols in our Chapel. This service
combines short Bible readings with Christmas carols.
On Tuesday, December 21, at 7:00 PM, we will hold a
Blue Christmas service in our Chapel. This service honors
those who have lost loved ones, as well as those who are
experiencing grief during the holiday season. It allows
individuals to express their grief, while offering an
opportunity to re]lect on the Hope of Jesus.



Video Remote Interpreting
Our Mill Neck Interpreting
Services offer in-person
and
video
remote
interpreting, using skilled
interpreters who are
available for any meeting
style – 24 hours a day, 365
days a year.
During the pandemic, our commitment to serving the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing community has not
waivered, and we worked to expand our remote
services. Bill, a young Deaf man receiving Day
Habilitation Services from Mill Neck, needed to see a
specialty doctor. When he arrived at the doctor’s
of]ice, an interpreter on a video screen was ready to
help explain the complex procedure he would
undergo on that day. Bill was able to fully understand
what would transpire, making him feel well prepared.
He was reassured that he was under good care and felt
comfortable knowing what to expect. This is an
example of how innovative interpreting services
makes a difference!

Donor Corner

We are grateful to all of our donors. Mill Neck
Foundation enables us to provide essential education
and human service programs that help improve the
lives of Deaf and Hard of Hearing students and adults.
This support is crucial to our Mission. You can donate
on our website, Facebook, or by mailing a check to the
address below.
www.millneck.org/donate

Mill Neck Family
of Organizations
40 FROST MILL ROAD
MILL NECK, NY 11765
516.922.4100
millneck.org

Mill Neck Services …
Doing Whatever It Takes
Since its inception, the call to action for Mill Neck Services has
been to ensure that Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals are
afforded the same access to community services and
employment as their non-Deaf peers. Through its model of
programs and services, Mill Neck Services advocates daily for
the individuals we serve. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the
need for support has grown, especially amongst people with
disabilities. One problem that has been exacerbated, is housing
insecurity. About one-quarter of individuals lacking stable
shelter have a disability. Unemployment is also greater within
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing population.
Mill Neck Services is the only resource on Long Island that can
provide the wide variety of these much needed services for Deaf
and hard-of-hearing individuals. We help our clients gain
employment by collaborating with companies in the area, and
providing job coaching as needed. We also help our clients get
to their medical appointments by providing transportation and
American Sign Language interpreting services. We never turn
down clients who require emergency ASL interpreting,
regardless of their economic status. We operate programs on
campus with meaningful and productive activities, so clients
don’t remain isolated or idle in their homes. We also provide
housing support to clients who are at risk for homelessness.
This array of services would not be possible without the
generous support of our donors.
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